Appropriate Computer Use 

All students who wish to use the PPS network and PPS computers (including laptops) must 

complete an application and sign agreements, which indicate that the student will abide by the 

computer and laptop use policies.  There are two fundamental rules: 

1. When a student is assigned to use a school computer, the student is

responsible for its care and security at all times. 

2. School computers should only be used for educational purposes.

Failure to comply with the “Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Policy” may result in denial of 

computer access.  (A full text version of this policy can be viewed at: http://portlandschools.org). 

Students agree to not only follow the rules of this policy, but also to report any misuse of the network. 

Use of the Internet and of school computers must be in support of education and research and 

consistent with the educational objectives of the Portland Public Schools. Students need to remember 

that the use of school computers, the computer network and the Internet are a privilege, not a right. 

Network and Internet access is provided as a tool for your education.  CBHS reserves the right to 

monitor, inspect, copy, review, and store at any time, and without prior notice, any and all usage of 

school laptops, the computer network and Internet access, and any and all information transmitted or 

received in connection with such usage.  All such information files shall be and remain the property of 

Portland Public Schools, and no user shall have any expectation of privacy regarding such materials. 

Any user who violates this Policy may have his or her access to the computer network and Internet 

terminated, which Portland Public Schools may refuse to reinstate for the remainder of the student’s 

enrollment in Portland Public Schools.  A user violates this Policy by his or her own action or by 

failing to report any violations by other users that come to the attention of the user. Further, a user 

violates this Policy if he or she permits another to use his or her account or password to access the 

computer network and Internet, including any user whose access has been denied or terminated. 

Portland Public Schools may also take other disciplinary action in such circumstances. 

Inappropriate Computer Use 

Initial consequences focus on the behavior, not the tool, but repeated or severe misuse can lead to 

students losing the right to use school technology. 


Inappropriate
Very Inappropriate 

What is it?
 Examples: 

Inappropriate language, website 

or images 

Playing games 

Non-educational use (e.g.: 

surfing “My Space”) 

Printing inappropriate or excessive documents

Wasting or abusing school resources (eg: through unauthorized use)
Examples: 

Illegal downloads 

Pornography 

Threats 

Distribution of inappropriate 

materials 

Use (sabotage) of another’s 

machine 

1st Offense 
Stepladder 1 (after a warning)
Stepladder 4 + loss of school 

computer privileges for at least a 

week (and possible referral to law 

enforcement) 

2nd Offense
 Stepladder 3
Stepladder 4 + loss of school 

computer privileges for 2 weeks 

(and possible referral to law 

enforcement) 

3rd Offense and 4th 

Offense  
3rd  Offense: Stepladder 4 

(suspension)+ loss of school 

computer for 1 week &  contract 

4th Offense: Stepladder 4 + 

computer use loss or 2 weeks 
Stepladder 5+  loss of school 

computer privileges for the rest of 

trimester  (and possible referral to 

law enforcement) 

Recurrent
Computer use loss for  rest of 

trimester 


Arriving at school with your laptop (fully charged) is part of preparing adequately for class, part of your Habits of Work. Students who demonstrate improper stewardship of their laptop (eg: leaving it unattended) may lose the right to use their laptop for some duration of time. Repeated negligence may result in computer loss for up to a trimester. 

