August 22, 2007

Commissioner Susan Gendron

Department of Education

23 State House Station

Augusta, Maine     04333

RE:  Portland Elementary School Project

Dear Commissioner Gendron:

This is the second of two separate letters requesting waivers for aspects of the Nathan Clifford School project.

In order to meet the States Chapter 61 “Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects”, a renovation project at the Nathan Clifford School would have to obtain an energy efficiency waiver. 

Energy Efficiency – As per Section 6 “SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION ELIGIBILITY AND APPROVAL PROCESS”, paragraph 2.G and Section 9 “DESIGN AND FUNDING APPROVAL”, paragraph 7; a renovation project will be required to meet and exceed by at least 20% the energy efficiency standards.

The existing masonry construction will not allow for the required wall R-value to be met.  The Exterior of the building cannot be covered with insulation due to its historical importance and it is not recommended to insulate the interior side of the exterior walls due to the possibility of then exposing the masonry to more extreme freeze/thaw cycles.  The project will make all attempts to improve energy efficiency throughout the facility, but the energy efficiency standards cannot be met.  For this reason, we would like to obtain a waiver of the energy efficiency requirements.  

We also realize that there is state legislation in place (Title 20-A, 15908-A, School energy efficiency standard rules) that goes above the DOE’s rules for School Construction.  We would ask that the project’s historic nature be taken into account when subjecting it to this law.

We will continue to meet with the School Facilities Team to review project specifics and to ensure continued progress.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Mary Jo O’Connor

Mary Jo O’Connor

Superintendent of School

c:  
Scott Brown, Department of Education

 
Anita LaChance, Assistant City Manager

Richard Graves & Michael Johanning, WBRC Architects/Engineers


