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On May 11th, please VOTE on the Portland School Budget!


On May 11th, Portland residents will be asked to vote on the 2010- 2011 budget for our city’s elementary and secondary schools.  The referendum is required by state law and a majority of voters must approve the budget.  If that does not happen, additional elections will be held at taxpayer expense until the budget wins approval.  The referendum also will ask voters whether they want to continue voting on the school budget each spring.

The Portland School Committee’s proposed school budget reduces expenses to limit the impact on Portland taxpayers of a major loss in state and federal funding.
· The district faces cuts of $2.1 million in state and federal funding in fiscal year 2011 due to the recession.    

· The $90,047,834 budget is $1,289,209 less than the current year’s budget.  

· That is a reduction of 1.41 percent, the largest drop in a school budget from one year to the next in Portland’s history.  

The School Committee has taken several steps to reduce job losses in the budget.

· A retirement incentive for eligible staff generated more than $1.5 million and saved the equivalent of approximately 30 jobs.

· More than $2,666,000 was cut from debt, health insurance, food, transportation and by leaving positions unfilled.  Those actions saved the equivalent of more than 50 positions.

· Approximately 45 staff members will be laid off.  The cuts come from all sectors of the workforce, including teachers, administrators and support workers. 

The proposed budget makes some major improvements to meet student needs, enhance programming and provide more equity.

· The budget launches an Elementary World Languages program.  The program will be phased in over three years, with two Spanish teachers added in FY2011.

· The budget provides more teachers for English language learners to reflect the growth in that population in recent years.

· The budget includes $100,000 to add wireless technology to three schools, with the goal of having all schools in the district wired by the end of fiscal year 2011.

· The budget begins a three-year commitment to lowering class sizes in the early elementary grades.   

For the first time, the School Committee has instituted a multi-year budgeting process that allows the community to plan for future needs. 
Please VOTE on the school budget.  All polling places will be open on May 11 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  For more information, visit www.portlandschools.org.  
