Frequently Asked Questions about the Many Rivers Program

Is Many Rivers a private school, a magnet school or a school within a school?

No.  Many Rivers is a program within the Portland Public Schools that is well integrated within the Hall School.

Are the standards and outcomes for Many Rivers the same as for other Portland Public Schools’ students?

Yes, all classes follow the curriculum standards that are established by the Maine Learning Results and the district’s learner expectations.

Do Many Rivers students get the same support services as other students at Hall?

Yes, all elementary students are eligible for the same support services within the Portland Public Schools.

How is Many Rivers different from other programs currently in Portland’s elementary schools?

The differences include:


-consecutive primary and intermediate classroom settings 

-strong parent involvement that includes ‘The Friends of Many Rivers’, the program’s parent group*

*MR parents also belong to the Hall School PTO

Are there other multiage classrooms in Portland?

Yes, most of the multiage classrooms throughout the district span for two years.

Is looping with the same teacher a common practice in other Portland primary classes?

Yes, looping is a common practice within many of the Portland Public Schools.

How does the Many Rivers program fit within the Hall School Community?

Hall is a richly diverse, active school community where more than 18 languages are spoken.  Children in the MR program and their families are part of this vibrant school community.  Family and parent events include a back-to-school BBQ, Open House, fundraising auctions, Winterfest, Literacy Night, Music Performances, Family Science Night, Family Math Night and Family Night at the Portland Sea Dogs.  

In addition to classroom instruction, all students receive art, music, physical education, library and computer technology opportunities each week. School community activities for all students also include family chorus, visiting authors, artists-in-residence, an art club, 5th grade math team, guitar club, quilting club, chess club, Spanish team and steel drums music program.  Before and After School Care is also available through Portland Parks & Recreation on site at Hall.  A fee schedule for Before and After School Care is available at the Hall School office.                                                                                    
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