Policy Committee Meeting Minutes

November 14, 2007

In attendance:




Staff:

Robert O’Brien; chair
 

Ken Kunin, Principal, Deering High School

Susan Hopkins


Tom Lafavore, Director Educational Planning

Rebecca Minnick


Kevin Mallory, Director, Transportation

Maureen Quinn

Kate Snyder (Committeeperson Elect)



Transportation:

Mr. Mallory distributed an outline of the bus routes exceptions and changes granted or not granted by the superintendent.

HE explained each item on the outline and added concerns regarding certain items.  Committee members asked for clarification on some items.  One point of discussion originating with Ms. Hopkins and followed-up by Chairperson O’Brien was the need for bus transportation for students living across the street from Presumpscot School.  As explained by Mr. Mallory, the distance from this neighborhood to the school is short and a there are considerable traffic safety elements (including a crossing guard) at the crosswalk.

Graduation Reporting System:

Mr. Lafavore explained the vetting process used in the consideration of moving to a Latin-based reporting system (Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, Summa Cum Laude), and distributed a handout containing a graphic describing how the system could be implemented in Portland.    Mr. Lafavore explained that the information in the handout was in draft form as the high school principals still needed to agree on the details.

Mr. Kunin and Mr. Lafavore then explained the existing, draft details in the proposed graduation reporting system.  Committee persons asked clarifying questions and expressed some concerns.  Some of those concerns centered on the details that still needed to be discussed by the high school principals.  However, the following list captures the elements of discussion:

· GPA should be increased as requirements for the Cum, Magna, and Summa designations;

· Choices for Valedictorian and Salutatorian should be strictly based on GPA;

· Consideration of considering language classes as honor classes for ESL students;

· Ensuring explanation of the reporting system is clearly explained to colleges on the school profile.

Mr. Kunin explained that the principals will meet and report back prior to the December deadline.

The meeting was open to the persons from the public attending.  The meeting ended at 6:55 p.m.
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