Policy Committee Meeting Minutes

April 25, 2007

In attendance:




Staff:

Robert O’Brien; chair


Mary Jo O’Connor, Superintendent

Susan Hopkins


Tom Lafavore, Director Educational Planning


Rebecca Minnick 





Maureen Quinn

Invited Speaker 

Karen Townsend, Admissions Director, Maine College of Art (MECA)

Chairperson O’Brien shared a cell phone voicemail from an admission person at SMCC (name was unclear) who stated that SMCC does not consider grades or weight, but considers placement test results.

Chairperson O’Brien introduced Ms. Townsend.  Through a series of questions asked by Chairperson O’Brien, Committeeperson Hopkins, Student Representative Quinn, Superintendent O’Connor, and Mr. Lafavore regarding admissions to MECA, Ms. Townsend reported on that policy.  The following outlines the responses given by Ms. Townsend.

· MECA does not look at class rank, but refigures all grades using a 4.0 scale.  MECA does consider weighted grades because of the inconsistency in the use of weighted grades among high schools.

· MECA does consider if a student took AP courses as this information does contribute to the students overall 

· SAT and ACT are considered, but do not necessarily carry extra weight

· AP classes are considered to a degree and could carry more weight if the decision for admissions were in question

· Potentially could consider weighted grades for scholarship purposes, but generally do reconfigure the grades

· Because students do have to enroll in both academic and art classes, MECA does consider transcripts that demonstrate “being a good student.”  Therefore having good grades in art is considered, but so isn’t having good grades in academics

· MECA has found that letters of recommendations often do not contain enough personal information about the student by the teacher

· A clear transcript would include reporting of student progress by year and SAT or ACT scores

· Would like to see the mystique of admissions in colleges be eliminated

· High schools reporting with inflated grades often makes it difficult for colleges to reconfigure the grades

· Like most colleges, conversations do take place among admission personnel before final decisions are made

Chairperson O’Brien opened the meeting to the pubic

Susan Mitchell stated that in a conversation with a college, that college stated in a perfect world transcripts would include weighted class rank and non-weighted grades.  Because high schools report in multiple fashions, however, reporting does have financial ramifications regarding scholarships.  

Ms. Quinn inquired if transcripts could include reporting both weighted rank/weighted grades and weighted rank/non-weighted grades

Chairperson O’Brien adjourned the meeting at 6:57 p.m.
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