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Chair O’Brien opened the meeting by indicating that the committee was interested in having an open dialogue with stakeholders on the issue of weighted grades and ranking.  He shared that the committee is working from a blank slate and is hopeful that by garnering as much input as possible, that it will inform the committee’s next steps.

He asked Ms. Phillips if she believed that there was a compromise to be had with language in our current policy.   She indicated that she was currently in the process of accessing information from the national office of the NAACP for guidance on this issue.  Additionally, she added that she had spoken with Rogers Johnson ( federal liason to NAACP) last October on the issue and it is her hope that he might be here for the public forum in May.  She also shared that it was her understanding that colleges and universities use their own method for calculating weighted grades and class rank, but still she expressed concern that these practices continue to push forward white American students versus low income minority students.  

Ms. Phillips recommendations to the committee were as follows: 
· Look at alternatives.  Cheverus and Waynflete do not rank,  Is there another way?

· Begin now with some sort of education to the community, with a particular emphasis on communicating with lower class, minority parents so that they understand the implications of any proposed changes.  She also expressed hope that any new or revised policy would be adopted sooner rather than later.
Ms. Phillips also shared that she would bring this issue to the executive committee of our local NAACP.  Chair O’Brien indicated that it would be helpful to the committee’s work if the NAACP could bring forward a compromise suggestion to be used at the public forum.
Public Comment:

Bill Weber shared that the PEP website has several current files on the weighted grades/class rank issue.  He also shared the importance of parent advocacy as it relates to students accessing higher level coursework.  He suggested that the “college level” moniker needs to change at our high schools.  Lastly, he praised the work coming out of PHS:  “It rocks academically.”

