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Tom Lafavore gave an overview of the proposed and pending legislation on graduation requirements.  He stressed two important points as follows:

· This legislation would move from a credit based to a standards based system of reporting student progress.

· This legislation would increase expectations in high school content area requirements, to include four years of Math, English, and Social Studies.

Tom further explained the current system of awarding Carnegie units which are currently attached to “seat time” which equate to hours of learning.  In a move to a standards based system, it is less about the hours of learning, and solidly focused on the essential knowledge and skills that can be demonstrated.  

David Ruff explained that in a standards based reporting system, there is actually more information that is given to students and ultimately to colleges.  The committee discussed this issue at length, referring to the Power Point from the DOE on graduation requirements ( attached).  

Chair O’Brien inquired as to how college admissions counselors would be able to scan a student using standards reporting.  David Ruff explained that most universities look at the rigor of coursework ( especially in Math, English, Science, and Social Studies), and further look to see whether or not the student comes from a tracked system.  From there, most universities and colleges look at GPA and rank further down the list to get what they’re looking for.

The committee spent some time discussing the need for planned communication around this proposed legislation, with an emphasis on communicating to students, parents, and colleges.

A question was raised on whether or not this legislation would actually happen.  Both David Ruff and Tom Lafavore agreed that it is more than likely that some iteration of a change in graduation requirements would indeed occur.  Additionally, David Ruff felt strongly that something from the DOE will come down this year around increased course requirements – referred to as the 4x4 model ( four years of Math, English, Science, and Social Studies). 

Chair O’Brien asked David Ruff for his recommendation on weighting and ranking.  David indicated that he would not rank or weight , rather he would recommend that districts institute a system that sets a standard that students need to reach.  Further, he shared that in his opinion, that ranking essentially hurts students.  

Lastly,  Chair O’Brien asked David if, in his opinion, that the Policy Committee should consider changing the word “may” in the current policy on ranking and weighting of grades to “will”.  David’s recommendation was that the committee make this change now. 
