NEPN/NSBA Code: [HBEA

PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

To ensure equal educational opportunity for all students, Portland Public Schools shall
provide appropriate programs for students with limited English proficiency {also
known as English language learners (ELLs}] to assist them in attaining English
proficiency and meeting state and local academic achievement standards in
compliance with applicable federal and state requirements. Portland Public Schools
shall also provide opportunities for parent involvement in their children’s education,
as required by federal law.

To accomplish these goals, Portland Public Schools has developed and implemented a
plan to meet the needs of such students. The District’s Lau Plan details the procedural
requirements and services to be provided to English language learners, including
identification, registration, assessment. placement in the English Language
Development program, monitoring of student progress, and exit from the program.
The Lau Plap also includes a process for evaluating the English Language
Development program.

The Superintendent is responsible for ensuring that the District implements the Lau
Plan, as well as federal and state regulations and standards regarding the education of
English language leamers. To this end. the Superintendent delegates specific
responsibilities to the Director of the Multllmgual and Multlcultural Cemer and to
others as deemed appropriate.

Portland Public Schools™ Lau Plan shall be submitted to the Maine Department of
Education in accordance with their request.

Legal Reference:  Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act
20 U.S.C. §8 6312; 680! et seq.
20-A MRSA § 4701
Chap. 127 (Me. Dept, of Ed, Rule)
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FIELD TRIPS AND EXCURSIONS, INCEUBDING
AND NON-SANCTIONED FOREIGN TRAVEL

The School Committee recognizes that educational field trips are important
authenticated experiences that contribute to a strong program of instruction in
many areas of curricula. The School Committee approves the continuance of
field trips and excursions under regulations established by the Superintendent and
reported to the School Committee. All field trips shall be approved in advance by
the principal. In addition, out-of-state or overnight field trips shall be approved in
advance by the Superintendent. Out-ef-countey-freld-trips-require-School
Committee-approval

Field trips shall be coordinated with the goals and objectives of the curriculum,
and there shall be appropriate preparation and follow-up activities. Students will
be appropriately supervised.

Parental permission forms shall be required for school-sponsored and non-school-
sponsored educational trips and activities.
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Non-Sanctioned Trips
Foreign travel will be considered a non-sanctioned trip.

All responsibilities for non-sanctioned trips and/or excursions lie with the
individual(s) or group(s) sponsoring and organizing such activities.

Furthermore, non-sanctioned trips are trips and/or excursions that act
independently of the schools. These trips involve students on a voluntary and self-
supporting basis, are not approved by the School Committee, and are not
associated with the curricula, co-curricular, and/or extra-curricular activities.

The School Committee recognizes that educational field trips impact other
programs, services, and the general operations of the schools. To minimize the
impact the School Committee does not approve absences for non-sanctioned trips
that require students or staff to miss school and/or work days.

Individuals, including employees, or groups who wish to use the schools for the
purpose of publicizing trips, distributing information, recruiting participants,
and/or organizing trips must comply with Policy KG — Use of School Facilities.

Recruiting and organizing school trips are prohibited during instructional time
and during the employee’s workday.

For non-sanctioned trips, use of school equipment, including but not limited to fax
machines, photocopiers, telephones, computers, letterhead, and other supplies is
prohibited.

Non-sanctioned trips may not be represented as school functions or as related to,
or an extension of the school’s instructional, co-curricular, and/or extra-
curricular activities. To minimize any misrepresentations, school employees or
other persons who organize non-sanctioned trips must state the following in
organizational meetings and literature:

“This trip is not sponsored or approved by the Portland School Committee
and/or Portland Public Schools. Authorized school administrators have
not received or sanctioned the trip’s itinerary or trip supervision.”
Any Portland Public Schools emplovee who is contemplating organizing an out-of-
country trip must provide a copy of this policy to all interested parents and
students.
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ACCREDITATION - RELATIONS WITH ACCREDITING AGENCIES

The School Committee recognizes that Maine law requires all school administrative units
(SAU’S) operating a secondary school to undergo the state accreditation process on a 5-
vear cycle as established by the Commissioner, unless a waiver has been granted by the
Commissioner on the basis of extenuating circumstances, (see 20-A M.R.5.A. Sec. 4511)
and in accordance with DOE Rule Chapter 138, State Accreditation Standards and
Processes. State accreditation does not require outside svstem review. Portland Public
Schools is committed to an outside the system review of high school programming in
order to benchmark our system performance against international accepted standards to
establish a continuous system of measurable improvement.

An outside the system review of programming is intended to encourage excellence in
school programs. The comprehensive quality review requires that the secondary
school(s) conduct a self-study and host a visiting team/committee to evaluate the school's
performance. Such a review will result in meeting and exceeding those standards set by
the State, DOE Rule Chapter 138.

The Superintendent will be responsible for making recommendations to the School

Committee for its consideration in regard to the avenues for certification that will meet .
the DOE’s procedural requirements and insure that Portland’s high schools continuously

improve.

The Superintendent/designee will report to the School Committee regarding the status of

the certification process. Evaluation reports will be made available to the School
Committee and the public on the Portland Public Schools web site.

Reference: 20-A M.R.S.A. Sec. 4511
DOE Rule Chapter 138, State Accreditation Standards and Processes

Adopted:
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