Policy Committee Meeting Minutes

May 16, 2007

In attendance:




Staff:

Robert O’Brien; chair


Tom Lafavore, Director Educational Planning

Susan Hopkins





Chairperson O’Brien presented two drafts of a Graduation Reporting System Policy.  The two drafts were not different, but created by two different authors.  Lafavore reported that the high school principals reviewed the draft originating from central office earlier in the day.  Chairperson O’Brien had also created a draft before reviewing the central office draft.  

Ms. Hopkins sought clarification on the intent of the policy and the establishment of procedures.  Chairperson O’Brien stated that it was the understanding of the chair that the Policy Committee was to draft a broad policy and have the high school principals and their respective staffs create the procedures for graduation reporting system.  Lafavore concurred with Chairperson O’Brien’s understanding.

The committee then examined the central office draft and changed some of the wording to more clearly express the desires of the Policy Committee.  Mr. Weber, a member of the public, was asked to contribute as well.  A policy was created and will be submitted for a first read to the Portland School Committee on May 23, 2007.

The Finance Committee was meeting concurrently with the Policy Committee.  Because of a request for members of the Policy Committee to join the Finance Committee meeting, no formal adjournment was called.
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