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              Morse Selected as Portland School Superintendent
February 25 - The Portland School Committee voted tonight to hire Dr. James Morse, Sr. as superintendent of the Portland Public Schools.  Morse, a Portland native, has served for the past 12 years as superintendent of the Messalonskee School District (MSAD 47) in Oakland.  He will take over the leadership of Maine’s largest district in July.

“Dr. Morse brings a tremendous breadth of experience in education, strong administrative skills, a commitment to student success and the drive to keep our district moving forward through tough economic times,” said Portland School Committee Chairman Peter Eglinton.  

"Dr. Morse has demonstrated considerable leadership skills in several educational settings,” said Sarah Thompson, the School Committee member who chaired the superintendent search committee.  “He has prioritized effectively and created efficiencies in order to stay within budget while reducing dropout rates, keeping low student-teacher ratios and creating a student-centered environment."

Maine Education Commissioner Susan Gendron honored Morse with the Superintendent Leadership Award in 2008.  She lauded him as “an exceptional leader with a passion for creating a dynamic, rigorous learning experience for each and every child.”  

Under Morse’s leadership, the Messalonskee district expanded programs for struggling students, added all-day kindergarten and programs for four-year-olds, developed a comprehensive technology program and instituted a district-wide focus on improving literacy.  College placement rates rose and dropout rates remained low.    

Morse previously served as superintendent of the Limestone Public Schools.  He helped found the Maine School of Science and Mathematics (MSSM) in Limestone, the state’s only public charter magnet school, and served as the school’s first superintendent.  “U.S. News & World Report” recently named MSSM as the 12th best high school in the country.  
Morse was selected as Portland’s superintendent after a 10-month, national search conducted by the School Committee with input from teachers, parents, administrators, union representatives, business and education partners, community members and students.  
“The Portland School Committee has made a terrific choice,” said State Senator Justin Alfond (D-Portland), who chairs the Maine Legislature’s Education and Cultural Affairs Committee.  “Jim has a proven record of helping students and teachers achieve their best and will bring a combination of leadership, experience and understanding of Maine's educational policies.”

Morse has served since 2003 as a gubernatorial appointee to Maine’s Juvenile Justice Advisory Group (JJAG).  Paul Vestal, Jr., the JJAG’s chairman, described Morse as “a tremendous advocate for many of Maine's hard-to-reach youth.” 

Morse grew up in Portland’s Bayside neighborhood and graduated from Portland High School in 1973.  He earned a bachelor’s and master’s in education at the University of Maine and a doctorate in educational leadership from the University of Sarasota.  

During his 32-year career, he has taught art in grades kindergarten through 12 and served as principal at the elementary, middle and high school levels in several Maine schools.  His hobbies include drawing and riding a motorcycle.    
The School Committee will hold a celebration in the spring (date to be announced) to introduce Morse to the community.
